
Nomination for 2021 Historic Preservation Award for the Foxhall Callbox Project 

 When the MPDC and DCFEMS callboxes were rendered obsolete with the advent of 

advanced public safety radio communications and the introduction of 9-1-1 emergency calling, many 

of the District’s historic police and fire callboxes were removed before an initiative was begun by, 

among others, the D.C. Preservation League and Cultural Tourism D.C. to preserve the remaining 

callboxes by encourage organizations, supported by grants, to preserve the remaining callboxes in 

their neighborhoods. 

 Nearly 18 years ago Foxhall neighborhood resident Cheryl Tlam Foster drafted a series of 

stories, “Seven Stories for Seven Boxes,” which began the process of calling attention to the plight 

of the several callboxes located within the boundaries of the Foxhall Community Citizens 

Association.  Cheryl, a museum exhibit specialist, relocated away from D.C. before she could 

proceed with her project.  Fifteen years later, a committee of residents lead by Sara Paulson, used 

Cheryl’s early work, built upon it, researched and verified historical facts, wrote narratives, fund-

raised and contracted with Vision Sign and their employee Jason Alexander to fabricate and install 

the interpretive materials.  The six callboxes (four fire and two police) were completed and unveiled 

in 2020 (during the Covid-19 pandemic year) without fanfare and therefore limited press coverage.  

Sara Paulson was joined by past FCCA President Robert Siciliano and residents Hulit Taylor and 

Ann Haas in seeing the project through.  The project cost $20,000 and has been paid for. 

 The following images illustrate examples of the callboxes: 

  

Figure 1 Map of the Foxhall Callbox locations.

 

Figure 2 Located at Reservoir Road and 44th Street, 
NW, this is the callbox that begins the story. 

 



 

Figure 3 The interior of the callbox in Figure 2 detailing 
the development of Foxhall Village. 

 

 

Figure 4 The fire callbox located on 44th Street and Q 
Street is the only one also insight of a police callbox in 
the distance. 

 

Figure 5 One of the two police callboxes creatively 
depicts callbox's roles in history. 

 

Figure 6 The callbox at MacArthur and Q Street displays 
a beautiful image of the Washington Aqueduct’s Castle 

Building painted by Peter Waddell. 

 



 

Figure 7 Callbox fund-raising appeal. 

 

Figure 8 Vision Sign's Jason Alexander refurbishes the 
fire callbox in front of the historic Hardy School on 

Foxhall Road. 

 

 

 

Figure 9 Police callbox ready for installation of graphics. 

 

Figure 10 The callbox imagery captures features unique 
to the Foxhall area. 

 



 As the nominator, I am a life-long Foxhall Village resident, attended the original Hardy 

Elementary School, live in a home purchased by my grandparents in 1926, had careers in public 

radio, law enforcement and historic interpretation as a Seasonal Park Ranger with the C&O Canal 

NHP and served as President of the Association of the Oldest Inhabitants of D.C. from 1999 until 

2019.  

 As part of this package I am also including some design documents from the Callbox 

Committee, a copy of the FCCA newsletter announcing the completion of the project and a separate 

letter of support.  I would also appreciate it and think it would be appropriate if the nomination is 

accepted that Cheryl Tlam Foster’s, Jason Alexander’s and Peter Waddell’s names are included in 

any narrative or citation. 

 Contact Information for Foxhall Callbox Project Committee: 

  Sara Paulson, 4434 Q Street, NW, Washington, DC 20007-2015 

  Robert Siciliano, 4430 Greenwich Pkwy., NW, Washington, DC 20007 

  Hulit P. Taylor, 1713 Surrey Lane, NW, Washington, DC 20007 

  Ann Haas, 1601 45th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20007 

 I may be contacted at: 

  4425 Greenwich Pkwy., NW, Washington, DC 20007-2010 

  wnbrown@msn.com and at 202-342-2019 

 

 

William N. Brown, Nominator 
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I support this application to recognize the good work of the Foxhall Callbox Project 

Committee for refurbishing the call boxes located within the boundaries of the Foxhall 

Community Citizens Association.   

The call boxes now serve as clear reminders of the history of the neighborhood.  The 

neighborhood is better for the efforts by the individuals involved. 

 

Conrad J. DeWitte, Jr. 

Secretary, Foxhall Community Citizens Association 

Former ANC Commissioner (ANC 3D09).  

 

  



 

 



 



Materials from Committee Work featuring text for the callboxes: 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 


